= Children in twin villages of Muzaffarnagar engaging in sports
activity to mark the launch of model sports village on Tuesday.
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LUCKNOW: Bahadurpur and Kher
Viran, the twin villagesin west-
ern UP's Muzaffarnagar, worea
different look onTuesday. Each
house in the twin villages had a
sticker affixed to its walls that
carried an unusual message.
“From 4 pm to 6 pm will be
time for sports and during this
time, all electronic gadgetsand
TVs should remain switched
off,” the message read.
Welcome to model sports vil-
lages where a sports calendar
was distributed tothe villagers.
The villages also boast of a
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new outlet selling sports equip-
mentat subsidised rates to those
who desire, a TV set that broad-
casts only sports events for vil
lagers, and a motivator who

talks to them about the impor-
tanceof sports, are other unigue
aspects here,

Ashort filmon why participa-
tion in sporting activities was
necessary was alsoscreened.

Institute of Management
Technology (IMT} Ghaziabad
research centre head and Sports:
A Way of Life president Kan-
ishka Pandey is the man behind
theeffort.“Ifwe want to win med-
als in Olympics we will have to
ensure that the voungtakealik-
ing tosports early on," he said.

Retired bureaucrat Vijay
Shankar Pandey, lauded Pan-
dey's effort to develop model
sports villages. “It could well

develop into a model for sports
development inthis country,” he
said.

“This will helpevolvea sports
culturein thiscountry and write
anewchapter in the sports world
in the times to come,” Arjuna
Awardee Gopal Saini said.

“Ipresume thisinitiative will
prosper and blossom intoevaoly-
inga sports culture and similar
work willbe carriedout inother
villages," said Sri Ram Groupof
Institutions (Muzaffarnagar)
chairman 8C Kulshrestha,

“IMT will ensure that there
isn't any fund crunch for this
move,” said IMT Ghaziabad dean
PK Vishwas,






























